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Sir 7 mean Stuart Baronet, 
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ET to the Influence this 
SN unworthy Diſcourſe muſtmeet 
* ED with from the Patronage -of 
RESI Your Name, whoſe ancient 
Dignity and Fortunes, great Judgment 
and Learning, joined wich a Talous 
Concern for rational and true Religious 
Principles, are paid their due Negar 
and Deference; It was a grateſul 
ſpect for the many Civilities © Cds have 
been pleaſed to favour me with, which 
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v DEDICATIUM 


occaſioned my ſoliciting the Honour of 
this Addreſs. 


I a ſenſible under what Prejudices 
and ill O pinions Dedications now labour; 
and, what is a more affecting Diſcou- 
ragement, how deſervedly they are cen- 
ſured with the general Imputation: But, 
I ſhould think, very little Penetration and 
Impartiality is neceſſary, to diſtinguiſh 
the forced, unnatural Formalities, the 
forward and diſingenuous Eulogies of 
ſome late Authors, fromthoſewhich flow 
from unaffected Sincerity, and in the 
native Language of a grateful Heart. 


H OWEVER, I have: very little 1 
ſion for this Apology, not having the 
Boldneſs to offer to Vourſelf, or to the 
Publick, as no ways qualified to draw, 
the leaſt Portrait of your great and well- 
known Character. 


— — 


As 


DEDICATION. v 


As to Yourſelf, no Panegyrick, hou- 
ever juſt and becoming, however well 
adapted to the modeſt Ears of Merit, is 
capable of exciting any Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction, comparable to what ariſes from 
a conſcientious Refle&tion upon your 
inviolable Adherence, whilſt acting upon 
the grand Stage of National Affairs, to 
the true Welfare and Intereſt of a free 
Country, your ſanguine and indefati- 
gable Oppoſition to the growing Power 
of Bribery, and Curtain-Management. 


HowEveR, I muſt beg Leave to 
mention, as one Inſtance of the many 
Honours your very eminent Accom- 
plihments, and Abilities acquired, the 
peculiar Friendſhip, Eſteem, and Favour: 
You long enjoyed, of the beſt and moſt 
judicious Queen, that ever adorn'd the: 


Throne of theſe Kingdoms. 


NOR 
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Nox can I conclude, without taking 
notice how happily You are bleſſed in a 
Family which inherits all your Virtues, 
and in a Son who will reflect every Ho- 


F 


I am, 
STR, 


Your moſt Obliged, and 


Meft Devoted Servant, 


LEwis JONES. 


HERE may ſeem to many, but little 
Encouragement or Occaſion for pub- 


ching Sermons, at a Time when 
they are almoſt daily ſwarming from the Preſs : 
But this Objection may eaſily. be obviated, by 
conſidering how ſmall a Part of the great Num- 
ber which has lately appeared, has anſwer'd 

the End and Deſign of Publiſhing, viz. the 
more general and effectual Inſtruction of the 
Ignorant, the Reformation of Manners, and the 
Salvation of Mankind: Some being remarkable 


only for flirt Wit, quaint Conceits, ſmart Turns, 8. 


and Elegance of Language, ill becoming the 


Simplicity, Seriouſneſs, and Solemnity of the 


Goſpel : Others conſiſting chiefly of metaphy- K 


fical, long-labour'd, wire-ſtrain'd Arguments, 
and verbal Criticiſms, altogether unintelligible 
to the Illiterate, and very weak and exception- 
able to Men of Learning; and about which 
Atheiſts and Deiſts will diſpute and cavil, with 
the ſame reciprocal ſpecious Weight and Con- 
cluſiveneſs, to the End of the World ;---divert- 
ed by thoſe Engagements from the more pl ws 

8 


vii d e ee 
and powerful Truths of Revelation, delivered 
by Meſes, the Prophets and Apoſtles; ; Truths 
ſufficiently clear by their. own native Light, and 
of Importance that wants riot any fubſidir ng 
Recommendation and Enforcement. 


I HzARTILY wiſh theſe: Points were well 
conſider d by thoſe Preachers, who ſeem too 
unmindful and regardleſs of the lower ' Claſs 
amongſt their Audience, often by the difficult 
and abſtruſe ſpeculative Points they treat upon 
before them; but particularly by the Learned- 
neſs and Peculiarity of their Language. 


How far I have avoided in this Diſcourſe 
thoſe Faults I blame in others, let the World 
judge with Freedom. I believe all the ma- 
terial Parts are adapted to the Capacity of 
every Reader; and hope the Arguments are 
not only plain and juſt, but alſo of ſome 
Concern and Uſefulneſs. As to Erudition, 
Stile, or Thoughts, I am very eaſy at its De- 
ficiency in thoſe Reſpects. They may pro- 
cure Popularity, and Fame; but no ways 
promote our Endeavours after Inſtruction. —- 
It may be ſome Pleaſure thus to entertain the 
Learned few : But what is this, to the noble 
Satisfaction of doing Good to the Souls of 
many ? 
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I TruoTuy II. "RN 


I i nee that fit f all & upplica- 
tions, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of 
N be made for all Men. 


DE R AY E R. by Abi; 1 .mean. \ incluſively 
MY all Kinds of Religious Worſhip and Ado- 
ration, whether to the Supreme Almighty _ | 
Lord of the Univerſe, or to the fancied 
heavenly Powers of the Heathens, is one 
of he moſt natural of all the Duties of Men. It is a 
Duty that natural Reaſon makes moſt becoming and pro- 
per to all Perſons, and what all in the World, however. 
ignorant of its Neceſlity by Revelation, have practiſed, | 
ſome Way or other. Nor was there- ever a Country, 
diſcovered under the Sun, whoſe Inhabitants did not 
worſhip what they thought to be the Gop above. 

B Bu T 


r II IN it 3 Wears Ins Ba. 


ed, in his firſt Revelations to Mankind, to command, 


ly, for a long while together, obeyed in Truth and 


10 A SERMON upon the 


Bur although our Duty to Gop would undoubt- 
edly have always appeared fit and proper to unaſſiſted 
natural Reaſon, whilſt unprejudiced by Education, and 
uncorrupted by the Concerns of Life; and what no Per- 
ſons of ſound Judgment, and ſober Reflection, could 
help performing, in their Way, either by Prayers for 
Safety, Quiet and Support; or by grateful Thanks for 
the full and happy Enjoyment of thoſe Bleſſings : yet, 
as Man's natural Senſe of holy Worſhip, is at the beſt 
very weak and imperſect, and ſubje& to be led into 
Miſtakes, and wrong Notions, by the ill Example of 
the Ignorant and 'Thoughtleſs Great, or by the ſpecious 
falſe Arguments of wicked Wit; Go p has been pleaſ- 


in his own tremendous Perſon, that all the World ſhould 
worſhip Him, without Exception, and without * 


THIS Command iflued, and followed wth ws 
able Proofs of its divine Sanction and Authority, the 
Jews, being the only Part of the World to whom it was 
immediately given, or who would believe and obſerve 
the Revelations and Oracles of the Almighty, conſtant- 


Sincerity ; though at Times, and eſpecially towards 
their latter Ages, with little more than outward Pomp, 
and unmeaning Shews of Solemnity. 


IN 
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In Conſequence of this Command of Gow, their 
Prophets, and other holy Men amongſt this great and 
highly favoured People, negleted no Opportunity of 
exhorting them to a due Attendance at the Altar, and 
a ready, willing, and chearful Performance of the _—_ 
appointed them. | 


ExC1TED by theſe Commands, "PT II 
the many Examples that followed them, the pious and 
zealous Chriſtians of old erected their Cathedrals, and 
| Parochial Churches; that the Devout and Religious 
might the more conveniently aſſemble together, and 
perform the Offices of Prayer and Thankſgiving. — 
Buildings, whoſe remarkable Magnificence are laſting 
Monuments, how warm was the Zeal to promote the 
Honour of Gop amongſt the Rich and Great — in 
thoſe happy Days! Buildings, that were the Honour 
and Glory of their own Ages, and continue the great 
Ornament and Pride of the few true-hearted in theſe 
latter degenerate 'Times. 


No leſs are we obliged to the worthy Labours and 
Studies of our Anceſtors, for the publick Form of 
PRAYER they excellently compiled at firſt ; and which, 
when moſt ſcandalouſiy corrupted by the blind Zeal 
of Rene, our Reformers reviſed, and judiciouſly- cor- 

Ba + "reacted, 
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12 AS ERMON whon the 
rected, as it is now commonly uſed amongſt us. 
A Form, certainly, well calculated and contrived for 


any Age or Time; though, without Doubt, the pre- 


ſent great Difference of Language and Cuſtoms,” from 
thoſe in which the Common Prayer was laſt reviſed, 
may juſtify the Wiſhes of many for. further . 


and Improvernents. 


As for the Reaſonableneſs of divine Worſhip, it 
ariſes, firſt, from the Gratitude we all owe to the be- 
neficent Author of our Creation and Exiſtence; we 
being neither the Work of Chance, nor the Sons of 
Nature: Cauſes merely chimerical and - imaginary, with- 
out the prior and immediate Suppoſition of an Almighty 
Supreme. | 


I oFFER nothing in Proof of this Point, it being un- 
doubtedly evidenced already, by a great and laborious 
Variety of Arguments, Quotations, Authorities, &c. to 
the unanſwerable Conviction, or Confuſion of the whale 
Herd of, before unbelieving, Atheiſts. 


VER thankful ought we to be, for the eminent and 
exalted Station Gop has been pleaſed to aſſign us in the 
World of Life; He having placed us at the Head, and 
in the higheſt Claſs of the infinite Variety of created 
Beings, For the Beauty and Regularity of their preſent 
ſucceſſive, ſubordinate Syſtem, or Concatenation, might 

doubtleſs 


Common Prayer and Communion. 13 
doubtleſs have been preſerved, without conſtituting Man- 
kind at the Head, or in any other Station of it. 


As neither was there any Neceſſity, as ſome pretend *, 
for creating this preſent Syſtem in the Order it now is, 
or any other particular one; it being eaſy for infinite 
Wiſdom to have deſigned innumerable other Plans, equal- 
ly good, and anſwerable to the End propoſed, and in 
the Power of an Almighty Creator to have executed it, 
whatever had been his Will and Pleaſure, 


Tr1s Life is indeed attended and diſturbed with ma- 
ny great and unavoidable Evils; and in ſome particular 
Caſes, with Misfortunes, Pains and Miſeries, altogether 
wretched and intolerable : But moſt of us, in general, 
one Time with another, are bleſſed with ſuch a Share 
of Eaſe, Satisfaction and Pleaſure, as abundantly com- 
penſate and over-balance the Evils that ſometimes befal 


us, 


WñZůuG Ar therefore, in Truth and Juſtice, we can never 
help acknowledging a Bleſſing, a great and very valuable 
Bleſſing, if not always agreeable to our Wiſhes and De- 
fires, demands our conſtant and chearful Tribute of 
Thankſgiving, to Him whoſe moſt powerful, all-efficient 
Word, ſpake us into Life; in whom we live, and move, 
aud have our Being. . | 
Fr SECONDLY, 

* King's. Origin of Evil, pag. 121. eee 
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| SECONDLY, Not only has the Goodneſs of Gop bound, 


and obliged us to praiſe and worſhip Him for the Bleſſing 
of our Creation at the firſt, but alſo for his conſtant pro- 


vidential Care, and watchful Protection of us againſt 
Calamities and Miſchiefs, we are naturally liable to, or 
that were maliciouſly intended by our Enemies : Which 
often relieves and ſupports us, when we deſpair d of Af- 


ſiſtance; and in an Inſtant defeats the long and deep- 
concerted Stratagems and Plots of the Wicked: Inſtances 


of which, all, but thoſe whoſe Sins have entirely thrown 
them out of Gon's Grace and Favour, have Reaſon 


enough to remember, and give Thanks for. 


Bur, THIRDLY, we Chriſtians have another, and 


much weightier Conſideration, that proves not only the 
Reaſonableneſs, but the abſolute and indiſpenſable Neceſ- 
ſity of our religious Obſervances, and Offices of divine 


Adoration, 


CHR1ST and his Apoſtles have convinced us, thatwe 
are ſo far depraved, and fallen from our original State of 
Innocency, that the Inclinations and Actions of Mankind, 
are ſeldom agreeable to his holy revealed Will and Com- 
mandments ; and that all the World is guilty before the 


Logo. 


Tx Ar He hath ſuffered Death upon the Croſs for ibs 


Atonement of, and to procure the Remiſſion of thoſe ens 
W 


Common Prayer and Communion. 15 
which otherwiſe would inevitably have ruined us to all 
Eternity. 1 


Ay that Faith in his holy Name, and Repentance in 
folemn Truth, and deep Sincerity, is required of all who 
hear the Goſpel, as a neceſſary Term and Condition of 
this promiſed Pardon and Forgiveneſs. 


THESE are the chief Reaſons of St Paul's Advice to 
Timothy, that he ſhould be careful, firſt of all, to eſta- 
bliſh in his Church the Worſhip of Supplications, Pray- 
ers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks, 


AND theſe are the Reaſons and Motives of our own 
religious publick Aſſemblies, eſtabliſhed by the Laws of 
the Land, or maintained and ſupported by the voluntary 
Choice and Agreement of other devout and pious Per- 
ſons, For I am willing to believe, that the Deſign of 
all ſeparate Congregations is good and praiſe-worthy, be 
their Principles, in ſome Points, ever ſo diſagreeable to 
ours, or in themſelves improper and miſtaken, 


W meet not together on Sabbath-Days, or other 
Times ſet apart for religious Worſhip, merely through 
ſuperſtitious, enthuſiaſtick Notions ; nor do we worſhip 
the falſe Gods of the Heathens, or fall down before their 
Idols of Wood and Stone, excited by the Fables of 
Dream-thoughted Poets, or the fooliſh Tales of their 
deluded 
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deluded Philoſophers. We follow the plain Advice and 


Directions of the beſt Religion in the World, and a& 
therein _ the beſt Principles, of Truth and Reaſon, 


HAVING obſerved thus much upon the Principles of 
our publick Worſhip of Almighty G op, I ſhall now 
take notice of our general Practice and Performance of it. 


I couLD find much to mention upon the particular 
Points of Order, and Sameneſs of Behaviour, as far as 
may be; and urge the more general and ſerious Con- 
formity to the reaſonable, decent, proper, Cuſtoms of our 
eſtabliſhed religious Offices; and the great Neglect ob- 
ſervable in theſe Particulars, would ſufficiently juſtify my 
Reflections upon them: notwithſtanding they have been 
well and frequently conſidered by eminent Advocates of | 


our Church. 


As little can any juſtly tax me with too warm a Zeal, 
or too great a Forwardneſs to find Fault, if I complain 
of that careleſs Unattention, and ſleepy Remiſſneſs in 
moſt of our religious Aſſemblies; even common during 
the Miniſtration of the moſt awful, , folemn, and F yg 


Parts of our holy Worſhip. 


Many Cauſes may be aſſigned for this very-unrea- 
fonable, and extremely ſinful Practice; as groſs Igno- 


rance and Stupidity in ſome; too Wordly-thoughthl 
neſs 


17 
veſs in others; unaffecting, as unfelt A in the 
Miniſter, — 


Common Prayer and Communion. 


Bur in Cathedrals, and other Places where Organs 
are erected, I look upon this thoughtleſs Behaviour as 
chiefly owing to the prepoſterous Uſe that is .generally 
made of thoſe noble, and divine Inſtruments. For it is 
ſhamefully notorious how much our Church- Muſick de- 
generates every Day from its original Deſign and Inſtitu- 
tion; that inſtead of that majeſtick Gravity, and ſolemn 
Softneſs, which cannot fail to raiſe « or improve ſerious and 
holy Thoughts; our Voluntaries are become the moſt 
light, inconſiſtent, wild Stuff imaginable: That the very 
Plalms of David are converted to Opera Sonnets, and « our 
Anthems reduced to the fluttering Airs of V. auxhall, 


Wurn our - Church Muck 3 is ; thus S 5 
performed, only for the Entertainment and Diverſion of 
the Great and Gay, what religious Thoughts and Offices 
can we expect from Thoſe, who frequent. our Choirs 
only for this ſenſual Pleaſure ? And what Wonder i is it, 
that Abundance of People never appear there but when 
the Anthem begins, and e retire when that. is 
ended ? | SP Mod 


Bur this is not all: For 8 ſober 2 1 
wiſe well affected to our eſtabliſſied Form of Worſhip, 


abſent themſelves only through a juſt Averſion to ſuch 
C intolerably 


18 A SERMON n tbe 
intolerably abſurd, and heatheniſh Performances, them- 
ſelves the very Scandal of a Chriſtian Country. 


I covLn freely dwell longer upon this, and. other 
Points, but 1 haſten to conſider That for which this 


Diſcourſe is made publick; that is, The ſtrange Difference 
which is every where made, between attending at the 


Communiqu and our Common Prayers. 


Tur Manner in which I ſhall treat upon this Sub- 


ject, is, I believe, entirely new; and, conſidering the Su- 
perſtition of the Age, and the Dregs of Popery that ſill 
remain amongſt us, and too much prejudice our religious 
Notions, what may meet with ſome Diſoouragement and 


Oppoſition. Yet, I have great Hopes, that my Reaſon- 
ing will, to many, at firſt Sight, appear plain and con- 
vincing ; and that others, after a fair and patient Exami- 
aation, will find it ſubſtantial and concluſive. 


In order to prove that, according to the Title of thi 
Diſcourſe, there is little or no Difference between the 
material Parts of their reſpective Offices; and that, upon 
this Account, they ought to be equally attended at, when 
adminiſtred, contrary to the preſent ſhameful Practice; 
I ſhall draw a Parallel, or Compariſon between them, in 
the eaſieſt Way I am able. 


I. Fir/# then, I hall: obſerve, that the Communion- 
Office begins with Exhortations to the Repentance of ou 


Sins; 
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Sins; in making an humble Confeſſion of them to Al- 
mighty Go p, meekly kneeling upon our Knees. 


In the fime manner begins our Common Prayer, bo- 
ſeeching the Congregation to aceompany and join the 
Miniſter in his Confeſſions to the Throne of Grace, with 
a meck Heart, and humble Voice. 


1. — In both theſe Services, immediately next 
follow our general Confeſſions, and the Abſolution; in 
which there is not the leaſt eſſential Difference, the Con- 
feſſions being very expreſſive of a deep denſe of our Wick- 


edneſs, and a hearty Deſire of Forgiveneſs ; the Abſölu- 


tions aſſuring us, that Almighty Gob hath, of his 
great Mercy, promiſed Forgiveneſs of Sins to all them 
that turn unto Him with true Faith and hearty Re- 
« pentance.” As for the Minifter's pardming and al- 
ſelving Sins by his own Power, or any derived from 
Chriſt; ſo far from there being any Difference between 
this Power at the Communion and Common Prayer; 
that he has no Power at all no Authority; no Com- 
miſſion from Chriſt, his Apoſtles, or Succeflors: It be- 
ing the Property and Prerogative of Heaven _ to par- 
don and forgive. 


ry 


IH. Thirdy, After Abſalodon, as two or three 
ſhort Sentences of the Minifter, relating to the Love of 
Chriſt, follow thoſe Expreſſions in the Communion, — 

C 2 « Lift 
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« Lift up your Hearts. We lift them up unto the 
« Los.” | | 


INSTEAD of this we 49 in the Common Prayer, 
* Praiſe ye the LoR D. The Loxp's Name be praiß. 
« ed.” Which is the ſame in Senſe and Meaning, tho 
different in Words: Both containing Exhortations on the 
Miniſter's Part, and Thankſgiving and Praiſes on that of 
the People, for Gop's gracious Promiſes, and the Hopes 
He had Ann 


I. Fourth; After follows in the Communidn — 
c. Therefore with Angels, and Archangels, and all the 
% Company of Heaven, we laud and magnify * glo- 
“ rious Name. | | x 


Jag KB this our Te Deum. We alt Thee, 0 
«© GoD;” in the Common Prayer: And -“ O be: 
« joyful, all ye Lands. Both Parts of the Services are 
very full and particular, in the Subjects of our Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings. If any Preference is to be given to ei- 
ther, it certainly is due to that univerſally admired 2 
poſition, Te Deum. 


v. Fifth, The next Part of the Communion, is that 
Prayer, ( We do not preſume, O Loxp, Ge. — in 
which we pray, that our ſinful Bodies may be made 


clean, and our Souls waſhed from our Defilements by Sin. 
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and Wickedneſs; and that we may evermore dwell in 
Chriſt, and He in us. 


Now all this is as fully and ſignificantly expreſſed, in 
thoſe ſhort Sentences in the Common Prayer, —© O Gon, 
« make clean our Hearts within us: And take not thy 
“ Holy Spirit from us. — No more is meant and intend- 
ed in the Prayer, than what is expreſſed in thoſe Ejacu- 
lations. We ſpeak of eating the Body, and drinking the 
Blood of Chriſt; not in a literal, or natural Senſe, as if 
we thought, like ignorant and credulous Roman Catholicks, 
that Chriſt lies ſkulking in the Bread we. receive; or that 
the cold Wine in the Cup is his warm Blood, coming 
freſh from the Wounds in his Body, crucified every time 
we think good to communicate: But in a figurative, ſpi- 
ritual Manner; praying, that by thus doing, what He 
was pleaſed: to call Eating his Body, and Drinking his 
Blood; and by our Obedience to his Will in all other 
Reſpects; we may receive the Remiſſion and Forgiveneſs 
of Sins; and enjoy his protecting ſpiritual Preſence, to 
guide us evermore in the Ways of Righteouſneſs, and ta. 
bring us ſafely to the Land of everlaſting Life. And, 


VI. Sixthly, When, after this, we receive the Bread and. 
Wine, there is nothing elſe in it, that I know. of, but a. 
grateful Remembrance of our Saviour's Death: All that 
we mean by Eating the Bread, and Drinking the Wine; 
is only, that we eat the Bread in Remembrance of his- 


Body ſlain for us, and drink the. Wine in m. 
0 
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of his Blood ſhed for us, when He was | nailed to the 
Crols. 


Nov in the Common Prayer we do the very fame in 
Subſtance and Reality, when we give Thanks for G oÞ's 
ineftimable Love in the Redemption of the World by our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift : more particularly, when in the Litany 
we pray to be delivered from the Sins and Evils of this 
World, by his Agony and bloody Sweat, by his Croſs 
and Paſſion, by his precious Death and Burial. 


Tx1xs Compariſon, I think, is ſufficient of itſelf to 
prove the Point before us, that the Communion differs very 
little, in the Offices of it, from our common Worſhip 
every Sabbath-day : That they both conſiſt in what St 
Paul exhorts us to, in Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions 
and &1ving of Thanks. 


N Bu r farther: Is the Communion a Holy Inſtitu- 
tion? So is our Publick Worſhip. Remember that thou 
keep holy the Sabbath-day, fays the Lord. Be inſtant in 
Prayer, ſays St Paul. Pray without ceaſing. Is any 
among you afflitted, ſays St James, let him pray: And 
many other Paſſages to the ſame Purport. 


2dly, Is it neceſſary to be in Charity with all Men, if 

we would receive the Communion worthily ? As much 
is this Charity neceſſary, if we would offer our common 
Prayers worthily. Who can ſay the Lord's Prayer in 
Truth and Sincerity, unleſs he forgives every one his 
Brother their Treſpaſſes? And ſhould we not pray our 
Litany, © That it may pleaſe Go p to forgive our Ene- 


mies, 


Common Prayer and Communion. 23 
« mies, Perſecutors and Slanderers, and to turn their 
Hearts? 


30 ARE the Benefits great, if we receive the Com- 
munion worthily ? The fame alſo are we Partakers of, 
when we offer our common Prayers worthily. As much 
are our Sins forgiven; as great a Meaſure of Grace is 
afforded us; as much is Chriſt in us, and we in Him: 
For God is always readier to hear, than we are to pray, 
and wont to give whatever we deſire. And Chrift hath 
aſſured us, that though his bodily Preſence is in Heaven, 
yet where two or three are gathered together i in his Name, 
and for his Worſhip and Service, He is in the Midſt of 


them. 


4thly, AN p laſtly, Is the Danger great, to receive the 
Communion unworthily; that is, withoat the Preparation 
of Repentance, Prayers for Pardon, Deſires to live better, 
and Thankfulneſs for all the Bleſſings and Mercies G0 OD 


has Py beſtowed upon us, Cc. 


As wicked and dangerous muſt it be to offer a pretend- 
ed Service to Almighty Go p, when in Reality we hate 
to be reformed, have caſt his Commandments behind us, 
and are ready for any of our former Wickedneſs. Sure- 
ly, in this Caſe our Worſhip is a great Abomination to 
Gop, and Prayers return again heavily loaden with 


_ Curſes, and Threatnings of ſevere Judgments. | 


Tnuxs E are the Reaſons why I have ventured to affirm 
in this publick Manner, that I cannot find, upon any Ac- 
ſuch a Difference between the Offices of Common 
| Ot © Prayer 
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p Prayer, and G mmunion, that the firſt ſbould be ſo throng- 
ed, and the laſt attended with ſo ſmall A remaining Part 

ot the Congregation, as is uſual in moſt Places: That 

People ſhould be ſo ready, and forward to appear before 
the Almighty! in his holy Temple, and yet ſo unwilling 
| and ſtrangely fearful to worſhip Him at the Altar : That 
we ſhould at any Time, when we have an Inclination, 
| eaſily perſwade ourſelves, we. are fit and. prepared to fall 
down before his Footſtool, confeſſing our Sins, Sc. in 
the Body of the Church; and yet fancy we. cannot wor- 
thily enter the Chancel, without a Month's, or at leaſt a 
Week: s labour'd Preparation. | 


T sHALL now make two ſhort Inferetices from wha 

has been ſaid, and conclude. 
Fist then, As the Common Prayer and Commu- 
nion conſiſt both in the ſame eſſential Offices of Devotion, 
if we can at any Time ſatisfy our Conſciences, that we 


may fafely, as being properly prepared and diſpoſed, at- 
tend Divine Service in one; we may as ately advance a 


Step farther, and offer the Sacrifice of our bounden Duty 
and Service at the other. 


| SECONDLY, If the Common Prayer and Ges 
conſiſt both in the ſame eſſential Offices: of Devotion, it 


follows, that we ought to be as thoughtful, ſerious and 
ſolemn at the Common Prayer, as at the Communion. 


- May the Bleſſing of Go p attend this well-deſign ed 

er that it may be ſome what inſtrumental 
1 ds reviving a juſt and becoming Senſe of reli- 
orſhip ; the Want of which, is the Cauſe 
Of our /preſent over- ſpreading Wickedneſß; and That 
the*Occaſion of thoſe terrible Threatnings of Judg- 
ment which now ſhake the Earth. p" +4 


ö 


